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As the last of Minty’s skirmishers
withdrew, Kilpatrick had Eli Murray
realign King’s 3rd and 5th Kentucky to
confront the quiescent Confederate
infantry. At the other end of the field,
facing the opposite direction, Fielder Jones’
brigade, Captain Beebe’s battery, and
Lieutenant Bennett’s two guns blazed away
at Ross’s cavalry.

hill Fielder Jones’ brigade was defending.
All three of Minty’s regiments were just
getting into position when Kilpatrick rode
up about 2 p.m.
“Captain,” the general asked turning to
Burns, “can you men charge through and
break those rebels in front of us?”
“Yes Sir,” Burns replied confidently,
“they can. Each regiment to form a column
and then the rebels’ attention would be
distracted.”
“We will have them so,” Kilpatrick
resolved.
“How do they generally
charge—with saber or firing?”
“With saber, sir”.
“Good!” Kilpatrick snapped. “Go tell
Colonel Minty to have the charge in that way
and drive the damn rebels to hell.”
At that point, Bob Minty rode up.
“Colonel Minty,” Kilpatrick beckoned,
“have you determined upon the best way to
make this charge?”

Union Major General Judson Kilpatrick

The lead horses for the entire command
had been corralled behind King’s
Kentuckians, and Captain Burns watched
as troopers from Minty’s 4th regulars, 4th
Michigan and 7th Pennsylvania mounted
and began lining up behind the brow of the

“I have,” Minty replied, “in columns of
fours; the regiments of my brigade side by
side.”
“That is, I think, the proper way.”
Kilpatrick concurred. “You will break
them…..”
Quoted from Sherman’s Horsemen by David Evans
pages 447 and 448

“No order was heard; not a word was
spoken,” noted Lieutenant Sam Barron of
the 3rd Texas; “every officer and every
man took in the whole situation at a glance:
no one asked or gave advice: no one waited
for orders. The line was maintained intact
for a few seconds, the men emptying their
pieces at the heads of the columns. This
created a momentary flutter without
checking their speed,
and on they came in
fine style.”

almost feel the earth tremble under the
pounding of nearly twenty thousand
hooves, and hear the ragged volley that
erupted from an opposing line of
dismounted Confederate cavalrymen who
were quickly cut down, swallowed up, and
swept away.
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